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taken inadvertently in any of five ways: by using pestle and
mortar; or the grinding stone ; by cooking oil the hearth; by
crushing insects in the room kept for the water-pots; or when
sweeping the floor. The woman who has cooked the break-
fast, whether she be the mother, aunt, or wife of the worshipper,
brings some fire from the kitchen hearth and puts it in the
copper altar which has already been arranged on some freshly
plastered ground.
This fire has to be brought from the kitchen in a covered
pot. (Supposing the pot were uncovered, some one might burn
his hands in it, and if by chance a piece of burnt skin fell in
the pot, the fire would become as unholy as the fire that
burns a dead man!)
But this covered fire that is brought is holy, and is called
the Pdvaka or sanctifier.1
Sandal-wood paste is sprinkled on the edge of the altar
and on the fire itself, and flowers are put beside it. Next,
three blades of darbha-grass dipped in clarified butter are
thrown into the fire, and water is poured round it. At this
point the worshipper stops for a moment and meditates on
Agni, who has four hornss three legs, two heads, and seven
hands, and then he again offers sandal-wood paste and flowers
to the fire.
Rice is now ordered from the kitchen, and the worshipper
sprinkles water over the rice and sanctifies it by repeating
mentally the gdyatrl mantra, and then pouring over it
clarified butter.
Out of this rice the worshipper proceeds to make five little
balls, each the size of a marble. The first is offered to
Brahma, and as the worshipper casts it into the fire, he says:
1 It may be interesting here to note the names of the other fires that we
have either studied already or shall later study.
. . The fire at $r&ddha is called the Aditi, the mother of gods and the aunt
of the demons; the marriage fire is the Yojaka^ the uniter; the fire lit at
a house-warming is the Satamangala^ the bringer of hundreds of aus-
picious things \ the fire lit at the funeral pyre is the Kr&vy&d) the eater
. of human flesh; and the fire lit to propitiate the planets is the Varada,
the ftilfiller of desire.